March 10, 2010

Dear Member:

Your patience regarding the 2010 Historic Grand Prix schedule has been rewarded. 

We are ON for the Canadian Grand Prix in Montreal, June 11-13, 2010.

We are very excited to announce that Francois Dumontier, President of Octane Management, has invited HGP to be on the bill with North America’s only FIA World Championship Grand Prix for 2010, in the magical city of Montreal, and on the spectacular Isle Notre Dame’s Circuit Gilles Villeneuve.  We were part of this event in 2004 with more than 30 cars when the organizers, top to bottom, thought our show was a genuine highlight of the weekend.  The harsh economic realities of F1 in the 21st Century kept us away for the ensuing years, but thanks to very hard work by several individuals (“most especially James”,  say Rebecca + Phil), the deal got done this year.

This is the best attended and most watched Grand Prix of the season and as such may be the premier racing event in North America.  This means we must present our very best show – the true “Worlds Fastest Rolling Museum” that we know we can be, including cars from the full range 1966 to 1983.  In 2004 no less than the FIA’s Charlie Whiting and Herbie Blash, as well as Ross Brawn, made a point to tell us how remarkable it was that we were presenting the entire panorama of cars in the same race.  For photos from 2004, log on to the HGP website at www.historicgrandprix.com.  Go to the EVENT PHOTOS tab and scroll down to the bottom to find the Canadian Grand Prix 2004.

The nuts and bolts of this event are somewhat different from normal, starting with the border crossing and general layout.  The track is on an island and only accessible by subway from downtown Montreal.  This is a good thing, really!  The paddock is a long way from the pits so it’s important to have a tow cart (tow carts can be rented for the weekend at the circuit, as in 2004).  The pit/paddock logistics and the schedule require everyone to be well prepared – No Exceptions!   The reward is time on a world stage at a fantastic event!
Attached is our standard entry form with a slightly higher entry fee than 2004 as HGP is again paying to be at this event.  The entry fee is an essential component of the fund-raising that enables HGP to participate.   
We have an HGP Podium Suite Hospitality reserved at the first bend just past the Start/Finish line with full catering, beverage service and live TV feed for the three-day weekend.  We have 50 tickets available @ $1,500 per person.  Two per entry, first come, first serve.  When they’re gone, they’re gone.

We have a host hotel which is the Fairmont Queen Elizabeth located at 900 Rene Levesque Blvd.  in downtown Montreal.  The room rate is $344 CDN.  This is an ideal location, located 1 block from the Bonaventure Subway station (accessible from the hotel through an underground walkway) the absolute best way to reach to circuit.  Your contact to reserve rooms will be Stephen Pitone of Octane Travel.   Stephen may be reached by phone on 514-904-2323, ext. 231 or via e-mail on spitone@zesteincentive.com  to make your reservations.  We have allocated 2 rooms per entry, but may be able to accommodate more guests.  Inquire with Rebecca if you need additional rooms.
As in 2004, a 30-minute practice/qualifying session each on Friday and Saturday morning followed by our usual warm-up and race Saturday following F1 qualifying.

